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The  egg-feed  price  ratio  during  1341,  1942,  and  1943  was  very  favorable  for  in- 
creased egg  production.  In  1944  it  was  below  the  long-time  average.  However,  egg  pro- 
duction increased  in  1944,  reflecting  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  chickens 
raised  in  1943.  A  20-percent  reduction  occurred  in'  the  number  of  chickens  raised  in 
1944.     Tiis  will  be  reflected  in  decreased  egg  production  in  1945. 

Feed  grain  prices  are  expected  to  average  slightly  lower  in   1945  than  in  1944, 
but  egg  prices  may  also  be  slightly  lower.    Accordingly,  egg-f  ^e*d  "PPTce  r^T-ati  onshi-p-s 
1945  may  continue  relatively  unfavorable  for  egg  production.     \         !   Q  R  /\  '£\  \ 
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End  of  month.     Frozen  eggs  converted  to  c««e  equivalent. 


'Adjusted  for  seasonal  variation. 

'Fresh  firsts  September  and  October  1933-42  average,    Standards  44  lbs.   September  and  October   1943  and  1944. 
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THE    POULTRY    AND    EGG  SITUATION 
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:  'Outlook   10  : 

.  Outlook  for  19^5,  "by  Regions  ..  11  : 
:     The  19U5  Poultry  and  Egg  Goals        1>  j 

SUMMARY 

Tentative  production  goals.,  announced  "by  W?r  Pood  Administration 
Novemher  15,   suggest  a  total  19^5  Planting  of  about  the  same  acreage  as 
planted  in.  1°H4.     The  suggested  goals .  for  .eggs  and  poultry  would  call 
for  a  farm  -nroduction  of  eggs  totaling,.  J,  920  million,  dozen,  a  l6  percent  drop 
from  the  indicated  1-9.41+  output;  a,  reduction  of  kS  million  head  of  chickens 
raised  ^rom  the  jh6  million  in  19UU;.  hut  the  same  numher  of  "broilers  and 
turkeys -as  in  19UU.    A  January  1,  I.9U5,  goal.  of.  U20  million  hens  and  gullets 
on  farms  was  requested.     However,  since,  attainment  of  this  end  is  impossible, 
another  goal  of  35^  million  hens,  and  millets  is  suggested  for  March  1,  19^-5. 
This  desired  Mssrch  1,  19^5,  numher  can •  he , achieved  only  hy  culling  57  percent 
heavier  than  what  might  normally  he  expected  hetw-en  January  1  and  March  1. 

Marketings  of  chickens  will  be  far  short  of  demand  during  the  next 
few  months.     Poultry  meat  supplies  during  the  next  U  months  (Deccm"ber  19^4- 
March  19^-5)  will  he  far  below  the(  previous  year  unless  a  much  .larger  than 
usual  culling  of  hens  takes  -olace.     Demand  will  reamin  strong  in  view  of 
continued  high  consumer  incomes,   smaller  supplies  of  red  meats,  and  especially 
large  military  takings.     Accordingly,  -prices  will  he  at  ceiling  levels. 
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Prices  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  probably  will  show  usual  seasonal 
declines  for  the  next  few  months  but  may  be  *     jw  the  same  months  of  the 
previous  year.     Egg  production  is  expected    o  be  8  to  10  percent  less  but 
declines  in  requirements  for  drying  purposes  will  leave  a  record  number  of 
eggs  available  for  civilian  "Consumption. 

Farm  egg  production  during  October  totaled  273.2  million  dozen,  10  per- 
cent above  the  -  previous  record  of- October  1943.     The  mid-October  average' 
price  received  by  farmers  for  egg£  was  38.8  cents  per  dozen,  89  percent  of 
parity  and  6.4  cents  below  the  average  price  of  mid-October  1943.     From  mid- 
October  to  mid-November,  wholesale  quotations  snowed  usual  seasonal  gains 
and  prices  of  top-quality  eggs  were  at  ceiling  levels.     However,  lower  grades 
were  below  ceilings  even  though  significant  advances  were  recorded  from  mid- 
October  to  mid-November.    The  insufficient  supplies  of  top-quality  eggs 
shifted  some "of  the  demand  to  lower  grades,   so  that  the  out-of-storage 
movement  of  shell  eggs  during -October  was  the  largest  on  record  for  that 
month.     Stocks  of  shell  eggs  in  cold  storage  on  November  1  were  the  smallest 
for  that  date  on  record.     Frozen' egg  stocks,  ho~/ever,  on  November  1  were  the 
largest  ever  recorded  and  the  combined  total  of -shell  and  frozen  egg  stocks 
(shell  egg  equivalent)  on  November  1,  1944  was  exceeded  only  in  November  1, 
1943.    "  '•  ' 

•  '    '  —'November  21,  1944 

'  '  ;       "  'RECENT-  DEVELOPMENTS 

November  Chicken  Marketings  Far  Below 
Last  Year;  Wholesale  Quotations 
in  Hid -November  at  Ceilings 

All  available  indications  point  toward  decreased  supplies  of  chicken 
meat  during  the  4-week  period  ending  November  18.     Receipts  of  dressed 
poultry  at  the  four  markets  have  been  less  than  last  jear  and  live  poultry 
receipts  at  the  Midwestern  Primary  Markets  have  shown  significant  decreases 
from  the  previous  year . 
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Tabic  1.-  Receipts  of  poultry  at- primary  and  principal  markets 
(Percentage  change  from  previous  year) 

:  '      Gentral  Western  Primary  Markets  :  Four  Market 

Week  ending            :     ''  Live-       :  Live  young  :  Total  live  : receipts  of 

  :  fowl  :       stock  ;     poultry  "sDressed  Poultry 

:       Percent        ,  Percent           Percent  Percent 

* 

October  28  '      -  3.35           -41.47             -23.32  -  5.85 

November  4  "-21.05           -49.99             -35.72  -  2.36 

November  11   :         -15.44            -47.79              -32.34  •      -  7.87 

November  18   :         -33.39            -58.72              -46.11  -20.36 


For  the  first  time  in  1944,  the  week  ending  "Oc'tober  28  witnessed  a 
decline  in  farm  marketings  of  fowl  at  the  Central  Western  Primary  Markets 
from' that  of  the  previous  year.     During  the  first  half  of  1944,  marketings 
of  total  poultry  meat,- -  especially  fowl,  were  larger  than  in  the  same  period 
of  1943.     A  record  number  of  chickens  raised  in  1943  — 934  million  head  -- 
kept  the  slaughter  of  fowl  in  the  first  half  of  1944  at  a  high  level,  since 
old  hens  were  being  removed  from  laying  flocks..   However,  because  the  number 
of  chickens  raised  in  1944  was  only  four-fifths  of  the  quantity  raised  in  1943, 
smaller  marketings  of  fowl  are  taking  place  during  the  last  part  of  1944  com- 
pared with  1943.     Broiler  production  for  the  past  few  months  has  been  far  be- 
hind last  year  according  to  the  Delaware  Broiler  Production  Report-,  the  only 
current  source  of  information  on  the  subject.     This  is  a  reflection  of  the 
marketing  difficulties  encountered  in  the  summer  months  by  broiler  growers  in 
the  Del -Mar -Va  peninsula,  where  almost  one-half  of  broiler  output-  takes,  place. 
Prices  received  by  broiler  growers  in  July  and  August  declined  appreciably. 
Furthermore,  in  recent  months  there  has  been  a  shortage  of 'hatching,  eggs 
suitable  for  hatching  of  chicks  for  broiler  raising*       '  .  .  . 

Table  2.-  prices  received  by  growers 'and  number  of  broilers  on  hand.,  .  ;  . 

Delaware,  January  1943 -November  1944  l/    -  .  . 


Year 

and 

month 

:     Price  per  : 
:     pound  re-  : 
:     ceived  by  ; 
i     growers  i 

Broilers 

on  hand  : 

\  Year 
and 

month  , 

:     Price  per  - 
!     pound  re--,  • 
:     ceived  by- 
!  growers 

:  Broilers. 
: ■     on  hand 

;  Cents 

Thousands 

:  Cents 

Thousands 

1943 

:1944 

Jan .   . « 

\  t   :  -  28.3; 

18,700.  : 

Jan .   . . 

!  28.0 

18,700 

Feb.  ... 

•  •  27.6 

.  17,900, 

:     Feb.  '..' 

:  "  '•     28.3  •-. 

16,500 

Mar.'  .'. 

i        28.3  •- 

17,100  "j 

:     Mar ... 

..      .;■    28,5  ■ 

17,800 

Apr. 

:          ,28. 9-, 

■   ,16,700    '  j 

a*  •      •  • 

;■■           28.4  . 

.  18,600* 

May 

i "   >  t     28,6.-.  .  • 

17,000'  ) 

:::av  ". . .  • 

!•           30.1  -  . 

20,500 

June 

16,600 

-  June  . . :            2  9.5  ..  . 

17,500  . 

July  .-  . : 

ft'.-v  •  .-26.6  I 

16,000  ; 

July.  .. . ! 

27.1  .  . 

15,900 

.    Aug.   .  .  ! 

(*  ■>;  ■  -4  28;.3',   .  - 

13,800    '  < 

Aug.  ! 

:,           23.6  -. 

14,800 

Sept.  .•! 

'    ,  •  28.4. 

16,000  '  'j 

Sept  ,:.-;h 

-    ■    •  24.4.- 

12,000  . 

Oct.  ..: 

28.2' 

14,400    "  ; 

Oct .   . . : 

27.5 

.  9,500 

Nov.   . . : 

27.8 

14 , 840  j 

Nov.  ■-.  . : 

28.5  . 

7,700 

Dec.  ..; 

27.3 

15,000  j 

Dec  .   . . ; 

1/  De lav/are  Broiler  Production  Report. 
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The  mid-Octcber  farm  price  of  chicken  was  23.8  cents,  eight-tenths 
of  a  cent  "below  the  October  15,  19^3i  price  "but  one-tenth  above  that  of 
September  15,  From  mid-October  to  mid-November,  wholesale  quotations 

rose  moderately  and  on  November  15  wholesale  quotations  for  most  grades  and 
weights  cf  poultry  were  at  ceiling  levels.     This  is  in  contrast  to  the  situa- 
tion as  it  existed  during  the  summer  months  when  poultry  prices  were  below 
ceilings.     The  price  increases- for  poultry ' meat s  is 'a  reflection  of  broad 
civilian  demand,  large  military  takings  and  smaller 'supplies  of  red  meats. 

S^t -Aside  on  Turkeys'  Suspended" 

War  Food  Order  106,  issued  July  11,  and  as  amended  October  2,  1$U4, 

required  that  all  turkeys  marketed  and  processed  in  specified  States  and  areas 
after  July  7,  19^>  must  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  Quart ermaster  Corps. 
Effective  November  6,  the  set-aside  provision  of  this  order  was  suspended,  re- 
sulting in  turkeys  being  available  for  sale  into  civilian  channels. 

The  19^  turkey  crop  is  estimated  at  35.7  million  birds  (about  one- 
half  billion  pounds  dressed  weight)  ,  and  is  the  largest  on  -record.  However, 
because  of  large  military  procurement  of  at  least  60  million  pounds,  per 
capita  civilian  consumption  probably  will  be  about  3.2  pounds,  the  same  as 
in  19^3.  but  23  percent  above  the  1935-39  average. 

Oct ober  Bgg  Output  Continues  at 
Record  Levels 

Bgg  production  on  farms  during  October  l<jkh  totaled  273.2  million 
dozen  (9.1  million  cases).     This  exceeded  the  previous  record  of  October  19^3 
by  10  percent,  and  was*  59  percent  above  the  1933-^2  average.     This  record  cut- 
put  was  the  result  of  many  favorable  factors,  among  which  were  the  largest 
number  of  layers  on  farms  for  any  October,  easier  feed  supplies,  and  very 
favorable  weather.     The  average  number  of  layers  on  farms  was  375  million 
birds,   2  percent  above  -the- -October  19^3 »  an(i  32  percent,  above  the  1933~^2 
average.     The  rate  of  lay  "per' average  layer  continued  far  above  any  record 
previously  ^reported  for  October  and  .averaged  8.7*+  eggs  per  average  layer, 
8  percent  above  the  average  for  October  19^3.  : 

Farm  Bgg  Pri  ces  Ri  se  Seasonally;  Wholesale 
Fri ces  of  Top  Grades  at  Ceiling  Level s 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  cn  October  15,  19^»  was 
38.8  cents  per  do'zen,  3.3  .cent's  above,  the  September  15  price,  a  usual  seasonal 
gain,  and  was  89  percent  of  parity.     Since  mid-October,  wholesale  prices  of 
top-quality  eggs  "have  shown  permitted,  gains  under  CPA  ceilings.    U,   S.  Bxtras 
Nos.  1  and  2  Large  at  New  York  advanced  2  cents  ever  October  15  to  November  1§ 
and  at  52.8  cents^were  at  ceiling  levels.     Lower  grades,  however,  were  below 
ceilings  even  though  they  showed  significant  advances  from.  mid-October  to 
mid-November.     Current  receipts  at  Chicago  on. October  15  were  quoted  at  3^-38.5 
cents,  which  was  5  to  8  cents  below  the  ceiling,  but  by  November  15  had  climbed 
to  Hl-^-5  cents  per  dozen  and  were  1  to  5  cents  below  ceiling. 
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EGGS:  NET  STORAGE  MOVEMENT  AT  35  MARKETS,  UNITED  STATES 
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FIGURE  3. 

Rpcord  large  withdrawals  of  shell  eggs  from  cold  storage  occurred  in  September 
and  October.  November  1  holdings  totaled  2.9  million  cases,  a  new  low  for  that  date. 
The  large  out-of-stor age  movement  reflected  a  strong  consumer  denand  and  seasonally 
small   supplies  of  fresh  eggs. 

The  out-of-storage  movement  of  frozen  eggs  since  July  has  been  large.  Holdings 
on  November  I,  however,  were  the  largest  on  record  for  that  date -  279  mill  ion  pounds 
(7  4  million  case  shell  egg  equivalent).    The  carry-over  of  frozen  eggs  on  January  I 
1945  probably  will  be  greater  than  in  any  previous  year  because  of  reduced  requirements 
for  dehydrating  purposes  this  fall  compared  with  the  last  3  years. 
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Continued  high  consumer  incomes  were  primarily  responsible  for  the  strong 
demand  for  fresh  shell  ergs.     With  a  seasonal  decline  in  production,  many 
market  ceportc  indicated  that  the  demand -for  eggs  of  better  qualities  exceeded 
available  supplies  in  mid-November.     Civilian  disappearance  during'October 
appeared  to  be  at  a  record  level  for  that  month.    Because  the  supplies  of  top- 
quality  eggs  were  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  demand,  quotations  for  the  lower 
grades  rose  significantly. 

The  farm  price  of  eggs  in  mid-October  was  6.1+  cents  below  that  of  --':' 
October  15,  19^"3>  although  wholesale  and  retail  prices  of  most  grades  of  shell 
egg  were  at  or;  near'  ceiling- lev.els^v   This  wide  disparity  between  the  October  15, 
19^,  and  the  .October  15 ,  19^3  form- prices  is  a  result  of  a  combination  of  two 
factors:1.  Retail  .ceiling  prices  foremost  grades  of  eggs  were  2  to  3.  cents  lower 
in  19^+  than,  ih'-the  previous  year.   -jA-lso,  the  spread  between  farm  and  retail 
price  has  been  ■  :.t  •  much  wider  this  year  than  for  any  recent  year,    "For  example, 
•'in  September  the  spread  between  •the.  Bureau  of.  labor  Statistics  retail  prioe  and 
the  average"  farm  price  was  2^.1-  cents;,  and-exceeded  any  spread 'ever  reported  for 
that  month*    .  .  .         •  .  "*     ' *r ; 

•  Frozen  Egg  Stocks  Largest ; _on  Record 

November  1  'stocks  ;of  shell  eggs  .in  cold  .storage  totaled ''2, 9^.5, 000  cases, 
a  decrease  of  2.5  million  cases  from  October  1.     The  net  out-movement . of  shell 
eggs- was  the  largest- October  withdrawal  on  record  and  stocks' of ' shell"  eggs  on 
November  1  were  the  lowest  ever  reported  ;for  that  date.    ..Of  the  2,9^5,000  cases 
of  shell  eggs,  857,000  cases  were  Government-owned.     The  unprecedented  withdrawa 
of  shell  eggs  was  probably  the  result r of  strong  consumer  demand  for  shell  eggs 
'which  was  not  satisfied  by  current, production. ,  ., 

Frozen  egg  stocks  on  November  l,,were  reported  at  279  million  pounds 
(7,  ^30, 000.  cases  shell  egg  equivqlent) ,  a  record  for  that  date  and  15  percent 
above  the  previous  record  of  November  1,  19^3»    Although  the  out-movement  of 
frozen  egg  during  October  was  above  normal, -.it  was  about  the  same  as  in 
October  of  I9U2. 

Total  stocks  of  frozen -and  shell  eggs  on  November  1,  with  extremely 
large  frozen  egg  holdings,  were  equivalent  tc  10,375,000  cases  and  were 
exceeded  only  by  the  holdings  of  November  1,  I9V3. 

Table  3»-  Cold  storage  holdings  of  egg  products:     Specified'  da.tes 


products 


Shell  ... 
Frozen  2/ 
Dried  jf 


iJov.  1  average 
1935-39 


1 1  000  cases 

U.071  ' 
2,692'  •••• 


Nov.  1,  I9U3 
total'  holdings 

'V 


1VC00.  case: 


'3,-99U 
-6,1+60;  -, 

6,299 


Nov.  1, m ; Nov--  *?  ^! 

,  ,  non-i<iovernment- 
total  holdings:         ,  , 

; owned  holdings 


1,000  cases 

2,9^5 
7,1+30 
10,518 


1,000 


cases 


2,088 

5,563 
'2,522 


1/  Includes  VFA  (formerly  FSCC)  holdings.. 

2/  Case  equivalent  converted  on  basis  of  37-5  pounds  to  the  case. 
_3/  Case  equivalent  converted  on  basis  of  10  -oounds  to  the  case. 
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Chicken  Sunt)! i e s  to  be  Short  of  Demand 
Far  the  Next  Few  Months 

Marketings  of  chickens  for  the  December  19^-March  19^5  period  Will  be 
smaller  than  in  the  same;  period  of  the  previous  year.     Smaller  hatchings  during 
the  late  summer  months  of  19^L  than  in  19^3 1  a  decline  in  the  number  of  chickens 
raised  in  19^  from  19^3 »  an(i  a  drop  in  broiler  production  will  combine  to  bring 
this  about.     For  the  period  July-October  19^,   commercial  hatchings  of  chicks 
were  reported  at  105  millions  compared  with  ?15  millions  hatched  in  the  same 
t>eriod  of  19^3«     Most  hatchings  at-  this  period  of  the  year  are  "for  meat  produc- 
tion  and  accordingly  this  source  of  supply  of  chicken  meat  during  the  next 
few  months  will  be  less  than  during  the  same  period  of  last  year.    Also,  the 
20  percent  decline  of  chickens  raised-  in'  19*+^  from  19^3  will  leave  fewer  hens 
to  be  withdrawn:  f rom  laying  flocks  than  in  the  December  19^i3-^a-rc^  19^  period, 
unless  a  much  la.rger-than-usual  culling  of  hens  ta.kes  place.     Sales  of  broilers 
in  the  next  h  months  probably  will  be  at  least  one-fifth-  below  the  comparable 
period  last  year. 

Partly  offsetting  the  prospective  decline  of  marketings  of  poultry 
meat  will  be  the  heaviest  cold  storage  stocks  on  record.     On  November  1,  stocks 
of  poultry  meat  were  -reported  at         million  pounds,  almost  double  the  1939~u3 
average  and  over  100  million  pounds  above  November  1,  19^3.    However,  a  fairly 
large  -oro-Dortion  of  these  stocks  'were  held  by  Government  agencies  and  it  is 
believed  that  total  stocks  available  for  commercial  purposes  were  not  —ich  above 
average. 

The  strong  demand  for  chicken  meat  is  expected  to  continue,  as  a  result 
Df  continued  favorable  consumer  incomes  and  somewhat  smaller  supplies  of  red 
meats.     Furthermore,  military  requirements  are  large.     Over-all  demand  for 
chickens  will  exceed  supplies  at  ceiling  prices. 

Civilian  Egg  Suox>lie s  larger  Than 
last  Year;  Prices  Probably  Will 
Show  Usual  Sea sonal  Declines  • 

Egg  production  for  the  next  few  months  (December  19^-March  I9U5) 
probably  will  average  s.bout  8  to  10  percent  less  than  in  the  December  19^3- 
March  I9UU  -oeriod.    Although  holdings  of  shell  eggs  on  November  1  were  the 
lowest  in  29  years,  frozen-egg  stocks  are  the  largest  on  record  and  total  stocks 
are  only  slightly  below  last  year's  record.  ] 

Despite  a  reduction  in  over-all  supplies,  the  supplies ' available  for 
civilians  probably  will  be  greater  in  December-March  than  a  year  earlier,  as 
a  result  of  declines  in  the  requirement ■ f or  dehydrating  purposes.    As  of 
November  18,  WfA  had  contracted  for  delivery  of  dried  egg  totaling  million 
uounds  during  December  and  January.    As  of  the  same  date  in  19^3 »  had 
outstanding  contracts  totaling  5^.5  million  pounds  during  December  19^3  and 
January  I9UU.     This  decrease  in  eggs  for  dehydrating  purposes • will  make  avail- 
able about  lUo  million  dozen  eggs  more  than  last  year  in  December  and  January, 
unless  there  is  a  distinct  change  in  Government  dried  egg  procurement. 
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Table  U._  Purchases  of  dried  whole  eggs  "by  the  War  Food  Administration 
through  November  IS,  19^>  by  months  scheduled  for  delivery 


Year 

Jcin  • 

Feb  : 

*u  CT  U  • 

t 
■ 

Mar.  | 

1 

M*1  *  • 

• 

Mp  v 

*  ACT  V 

• 

June] July \ Aug. ' 

Sent  :0ct  :Wov  :Dec  'Total 

•                       •                       •  • 

!  Mil;- 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil .  • 

Mil. 

Mil.  Mil.  Mil. 

■Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil.  Mil. 

'  lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb.     lb.  Xbil 

lb.     lb.-    lb.     lb.  lb. 

19^2 

ll.k 

j  S  f!  .". 
12.9 

13.1 

18. 3 

17.5  I8.5  19.2' 

19.2  22'. p  25. 3: 15.8  206.6 

I9U3 

7.2 

20.1 

12.6 

21.  k 

17.2 

10. q  19.6  19.9 

16.1  16. k  20.1  28,1  209.6 

19  uu 

26.  k 

27.0 

19.0 

28.0 

27.0 

26.1  2^.8  31.5 

2^.2  20. k  12.8    6.2  273. 

I9U5  : 

2.2 

"•Prices  of  -eggs' -probably  will  be  somewhat  lower  •-in  :the  .December;  lykk- 
March  19^5"  period,  than  a  year  earlier,  when  prices:  received,  by  farmers  for-, eggs 
averaged'  35-^;  cents  per  dozen,  100  percent  of  parity .  .  Demand-  for  eggs ,  excludr 
ing  that  for  drying  purposes,  is  expected  to  remain: strong  and  civilian  consump- 
probably  will  be- at  record  levels  for  the  next  few-months  compared  wi:th  cor- 
responding months  of  other  years.  ••  ~  [  • 

OUTLOOK  FOR  I9U5,  3Y  REGIONS.  .  ;  ... 

.   BACKGROUND.-    Egg  production  for  19^5  is  expected  to  decline 

8  to  12  percent  from  the  19^  record  output. t-  On  November  1,  I9W+, 
the  number  of  potential  layers  on  farms  (hens  and  pullets  of 
laying  age  plus  mullets  not  of  laying-  age),  ;  527. ^.^%llionr  was  •  ; ...  /•„ 
90.  U  percent  of  the  number  on  farms  on  the  same  date  in  :19^3-.-  'I 
This  drop,  however,  was  not  uniform  among  regions.     On-. a  regional 
basis,   the  November  1,  19^,  number  of  potential  layers  as  a 

-'percentage  of  the  previous  year-  vas  as  follows^  _•■ ;  ,• 

:  North  Atlantic         -  «.?  86.6  percent        ■  South  Atlantic  -93«0  percent 
East  North.  Central    -  9^.7-       ,"  South  Central ^0. 7  ." 

-  West  North  Central    -  89. 2  ,  Western.  :Ul       -87.5  " 

North  Atlantic  States  -  Heavier  Declines  in  Egg 
Eroduction  Than  in  Other  Area s  Expected 

The  North  Atlantic  region  probably  will  show  greater-declines  percentage- 
wise in  egg  production  in  19^5  than  other  areas.    Egg  production  in  the  North 
Atlantic  State's  is  to  a  great  extent  a  commercial  flock  affair  and  is  more 
influenced  by  orice  changes  than  production  in  general. farm,  flocks .  Prices 
received,  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  the  first  quarter  of  -  ■  19^5'.  are  expected'  to  be 
lower  than  in  the .  first  quarter  of  19UU..    Accordingly,  substantial- declines 
in  egg  production  will  probably  occur.. 

East  North  Central  Stages  -  -Egg  Production  in  ■ 
19u5  Slightly  Below  lqUU  ' 

Egg  production  in  19^+5  in  the  East  North  Central  States  may  show  only 
a  slight  drop  from  that  of  I9UU.     This  group  of  States  had  the  second  smallest 
regional  increase  in  number  of  layers  from  the  1935-39  average.  On 
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January  1,  19^ ,  the  number  of  layers  was  1?6  percent  of  the  January  1  ( 1935—39^ 
average.     Indications  are  that  as  of  November  -1,  19^1  the  number  of  potential 
layers  on  farms  in  this  area  was  only  5*3  "oercent  below  that  of  November  1. 
1^3.  :  .   :  -      •       :  .     ;'  •  1 

•Civilian  demand  for  shell  .eggs  in  this  area  .has  "been  fairly  strong 
because  .of  increases  of  .population  with  .the  expansion  of  wartime  industry  in 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Michigan.    Unless  there  is  a  distinct  shift 
in. the  population,,  it  is  expected  .that  this  increased  demajid  may  remain  for 
the  coming  year.    .  .  '■  .  ,  . "     •' ,  .  . 

•  •  *  .  •  *  .  •  .  •  .  *  .  • 

We s t  North  Central  States  -  Iar^e  Decline  in  : 
Demand  for  Dehydrating  Purposes  Probable  i 

War  Pood  Administration  purchased  for  delivery  during  19^-U  to  September  | 
about  105  million  pounds  of  dried         produced  in  the  West  North  Central  States 
This  is  equivalent  to  10.5  million  cases  of  .shell  eggs,  or  approximately  one- 
fifth  of  the  total  output  in  this  region.    With  significant  declines  taking 
place  in  dried  egg  requirements,   the  need  for  eggs  -f  or  dehydrating,  purposes 
-probably  will  be  very  small.  .  . 

Pgg  production  in  19^5  probably  will  decline  more  than  average  in  this 
region.  The  number  of  potential  layers  or.  farms  on  November  1,  19^- »  was  157 
million  birds  compared  with  176  million  birds  on  the  same  date  of  19^3-  This 
is  a.  decrease  of  11  percent. 

South  Atlantic  States  -  3rr  Production  May 
Show  Little  Change  in  lqUR  Prom  19 ^h; 

Broiler  Production  Up  '  ■ 

Pgg  production  in  the  South' Atlantic-region  is  generally  a  farm  flock 
affair  and,  therefore,  not  very  susceptible  to  change.     Furthermore,  this  has 
been  a  deficit  producing  area  so  that-  most  of -the  local  production  is  utilized 
in  the  territory.    As  of  November  1,  19^,.  potential  layers  on  farms  were  only 
7  percent  below  those  of  November  1,  19^3 •    '^ith  'the  demand  remaining  strong, 
it  is  possible  tha.t  declines  in  egg  production  in  19^5  over  l^h  may  not  be 
significant.  •  .  ■  -■  •  . 

The  Del-Mar-Va  penisula,   the  largest  broiler  producing  territory,  is 
located  in  the  South  Atlantic  region  and  almost  one-half-  of  .the  broilers 
produced  in  the  country  come  from  this  territory.     Since  this  is  a  deficit 
feed  producing  area,  ease  in  obtaining  feed  supplies  is  an  important  factor 
in  determining  broiler  production.  •  With  the  .extremely  favorable  corn  crop, 
the  supply  of  the  four  important  grain  feeds  f.or  the  coming  market  year  is 
expected  to  be  about  as  high  per  animal  unit  as  the  relatively  large  supply 
available  in  19^-2  and  19~3»    Furthermore,  returns  to  growers  probably  will  be 
favorable  in  view  of  probable  declines  in  supplies  of  red  meats.     This  may 
result  in  increased  broiler  production  in  19^5 -over  19^-« 
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stern  States  -  Farm  Pgg  Prices  May  Show 
Little  Change  in  19^  from-  fejtyj; 


The  average  orice  received  "by  farmers'  for  eggs  in  the  Western  region 
is  not  expected  to  decline  much  in. 19^5  from  that  of  I9UU,  even  though  some 
declines  in  the  national  average  orobably  will  come  about.     The  Western  States 
have  shown  the  smallest  relative  increase  in  egg  production  since  19^0,  and  in 
I9UU  production  probably  -will  be  only  about  30  -percent'  a.bove'19^0  compared  with  ' 
a  na  tional-  increa.se' of  U2  percentv  'Prior  to  1°/Ul  -tfrie  territory  exported,  eggs 
to  other ' States.    However,  with  increases  of  population  during  the, wartime  era* 


it  has  on  occasions 'been  an 


importing  region. 


ere eh t 
has 


As  of.  November  1,  19^,  number  of  potential  layers  was  i.2-l/2 

below  that  of  November  1,  19^+3.     The  demand  for  shell  eggs  probably  will 
remain  very  strong  and,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  very  little  dehydrating 
taken  place  in  this  area,  supply  and  demand  factors  may  be  fairly  well 
equalized,   so  that  prices  probably  will  be  above  the  national  average..  . 

THE  19I+5  POULTRY  AND  EGG  GOaLS       ..  •  r  \ 

The  War  Pood  Administration  on  November  15  announced  tentative  ,, 
national  goals  for  19^5  'with  suggestions  for  State  goals.     Such  national  f 
call  for  smaller  pla.ntings  than  the  19^+  goals,  but  about  the  .same  "as  the 
crop  acreage.     In  ma.kint?  the  announcement,  the  War  Pood  Administration- 
indicated  tha.t  a  large  total  acreage  is  desired  in  order  to  allow  for  .a  margin 
of  safety.  ' 


oals 
I9UU 


The  19^5  goals  for  -ooultry  and  eggs,  compared  with  the -19^+  'indicated  ; 
production,  call  for  a  reduction  of  l6  .percent  in  egg  production,  about  the 
same  quantity  of  turkeys  and  broilers,  a;hd'  a  'decline  of  6  percent  ih'the 
number  of  chickens  ra_ised.     It  also  asked  for  a  decrease  of  IS  percent  in  hens 
a.nd  pullets  on  farms  January  1,  19^5  from  the  number  of  January  1,  19^+.  Since 
it  does  not  appear  -oossible  to  reduce  the  number  of  hens  in  laying  flocks  to 
the  desired  level  of  January  1,  19^5.  p  March  1,  goal  was  also  announced. 

The  suggested  goal  for  March  1,  ig^^.for  hens  and  pullets  on  farms  is  J>^k 
million  layers,  a  decrease  of  20  percent  from  March  1,  19^.     To  attain  this' 
March  1  goal,   culling  of  about  5?  percent  in  addition  to  what  would  be 
normally  expected  would  have  to  take  place. 

In  announcing  the  broiler  goals  it  is  suggested  that  even  though 
civilian  demand  is  likely  to  nrovide  a  satisfactory  market  for  uoultry  meat, 
broiler- producers  should  reexamine  demand  prospects  from  the  time  they  begin 
a.  new  crop.     The  W^r  Pood  Administration  also  indicates  that  unless  military 
demand  for  turkeys  declines  significantly  in  19^5  from  at  least  the 

same  turkey  production  as  in  I9UU,   35.7  million  birds,  would  be  desirable. 
The  goal-  for  eggs,  3*320  million  dozen,  is  based  on  the  following  requirements: 
31+0  eggs  per  capita  for  civilians,  military  needs  of  Ug^  million  dozen, 
hatching  requirements  of  176  million  dozen,  with  no  eggs  for  drying  purposes. 
W3PA  stated  that  sufficient  stocks  of  eggs  in  dried  and  frozen  form  are 
available  to  meet  lend-lease  requirements  of  dried  egg  in  I9U5.     Por  the  past 
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3  years,  farm  eg£  production  has  exceeded  the  goals.     The  percentage  increases 
over  the  goals  vrere  as  follows:     In  I9U2,  5.^  percent;  in  19^3,  3.9  percent; 
and  in  .19^  the  indicated',  production  is  1.7  percent  above  the  announced  goal. 


Table  5»-.  Goals  and  production,  poultry  and  eggs, 
United  States,  I9U2-U5 


:  I9U2 

19^3       .  : 

19^ 

19^5 

Product 

Unit 

Goal  '.  Actual 

Goal    !  Actual] 

'    :  Indi-  \ 
Goal     :  cated 

Goal 

.'Percent— 

:age  I9U5 
:  goal  is 
:  of  lqUU 

Percent 

Hens  a,nd 

•  » 

pullets  on  •> 

farms 
Jan.  1 

Chickens 

Thous. 

^26,226 

^55,337  ^S7,S37 

5^0,812  515,031 

^20,000 

82 

raised  .... 
Broilers, 

ti 

1/  1/ 

872,026  933,965 

892,923  7U5,300 

700,000 

9u 

commercial  , 
Turkeys 
raised  .... 

ti 

-V" 

37,002  33,110 

251,6.% 
32,699  32,970 

201,392  213,000 
32,oUl  35,666. 

213,000 
35,666 

100 
100 

Eggs,  •  pro- 
duction on 
farms   

Mil. 
doz . 

3,822  ^,028 

^,597   -  ^,676 

3,920 

8^ 

1/  Slaughter  from  farm  production  including  broilers,  expected  goals,  3,^20  million 
rounds  live  weight,  and  actual  production,  3,1^2  million  pounds  live  weight. 
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Table    6.-  Chickens:     Weighted  annual  ..average  farm  nrice  r>er  nound, 
 ■  •  ...        United  States  and  regions, 


Year. ' ' 

North 
rr  Atlantic" 

East-  North 
"**""—■,  C  en  t  r«vl".  ^ 

'•  West.  'North" 

«*-    c  pii        *  * 

South  j     South  ; 

Atlantic :"  Central  : 

 ,          .  *      ♦  • 

•    „..  .         *.  United 
Western  :.  Q,  . 

■  states 

>  * 

Cents 

Cents 

"Cents 

S-ents 

..JUents.  .. 

^ents 

Cents 

1924 

•  2U.g; 

19-.  7' 

17.2 

23.2 

17.5 

19,9 

:  19.4 

MQ25 

■  26.2 

'21..0 

17.9 

'  23.9 

13.7 

?o,.  7 

:         : 5 

.1926 

!  27.7 

22.5 

19.  J? 

'  25.5 

20.6 

22..  2 

;  -22.3 

,1927 

•  26/4 

20.2 

17.5 

'  24.1 

13. -7 

2.0.7 

t  20.3 

.192$?  : 

26  ;g 

-1.9 

.19.2 

24.  3 

19.-5 

21.6 

r  2.1.5 

1929 

2g;-3 

23.5 

.20.  3 

"  25.9 

20.-9 

23.2 

•.  22.  g 

.19-30  : 

24:2 

13.4 

.15.5 

22.4 

17^2 

20.1 

;  13.4 

.  1931 

2.1.0 

15.9 

.13.6 

'  19.3 

l4;»0 

l6.5 

15-3 

1932 

l'6'.g 

11.6 

'.  9.5 

14.4 

10a 

12.7 

11. 3 

•  .  10-33  * 

.13.9 

q-3 

-  7  A 

12.0 

3vl 

1.0 . 9 

:   ,  .     9'.  5 

,  19 3U  - 

15,.2 

11.4 

'  ,  9.3 

13.9 

9^.5 

11.5 

■11 . 3 

.  1^35  ' 

.  lg.l 

15.1 

.  13.I 

-■..16.2 

12.3 

1.4.9  ; 

lty.9 

■  I936 

19.3 

1-5*9 

.  13.6 

17.6 

1.4<1 

15.9  • 

•15.3 

.  -1937  : 

•  13.9 

'  16.1+ 

.  14.5 

17.^ 

1,5.3  ; 

•  ■.  -1-5.9 

•19  3?  : 

19.1 

.  15.5 

.'  12.3 

17.2 

13.4 

16.1  - 

/  •1.9  39  : 

17.2 

13.5 

.  11.0 

15.? 

12.1 

14.4 ; 

-13.5 

.  19U0  : 

-  16.6 

'  13.4 

.  11.2 

15.^ 

11.7 

l4.o  ■ 

13.3 

.  19ul 

.  19.0 

16. 3 

.    1 3.8 

17.3 

14.4 

16.6  • 

15.3 

19U2": 

22.3 

•19.4 

.  17.1 

20.  3 

17.6 

20.6  • 

.  ;-  -  13.9 

19U3  : 

2g.Q 

24.7 

21.7 

27.3- 

?  2.3.5 

26.1  ■  . 

-  24.4 

Table  7.-  Eggs:  Weighted'  annual -'average  .farm  .-price,  ner  do -sen,  United  States, 
:-  '.  and.  regions',  1924-43  '.  rU 


Year-..; 

■  -Norths* 
'Atlantic 

'  East  North' West  North- 
'•'Central  .'.'..Central 

•  ■      ■  • 

•  1 

s  South  ',; 

:  Atlantic1 

•  *                                ■  * 

South. 
Central 

:  Western 

'  United  . 

• 

States 

• 

-  '-Cents 

-  Ce*nts 

Cents 

Cents  •  •' 

Cent  s 

Cents 

Cents 

1Q24 

'.  26.9 

23.4 

■  '  23.5 

.  23.O 

•  2v.  y- 

26.7 

;  1925 

•  3^.9 

-  29.9 

26.5 

,  32.2 

2.7.2 

35=6  : 

30.4 

1926  ' 

37.5 

23.7 

2S.4 

-31.3 

26.2 

29.6-' 

23.9 

1927 

3^.3 

54.-6     -  , 

21.5 

V  2^.0 

.  21.3 

.  26.6: 

.  25.I 

192g 

:  36.9 

•  •  23.4 

25.1 

•  -'29.3 

■'  24.3 

'  "'27.3: 

'23.1 

1929  : 

•  39.4 

*29.9  . 

25.9 

,    32.1  ■ 

.  26.1 

'  '  "3O.9 

29.3 

'  19  30 

33.1 

•    '23.O    .    -  r: 

19.4 

26.7 

•21.4 

25.4 

23.7 

'  19  31 

•  26.1 

'17.1  "• 

14.0 

20.4 

•14.6 

13.7 

■  17.6 

IQ32  . 

-  21.6 

•  '13.5 

11.0 

15.6 

'10.9 

16.0 

1.4.2 

iq33 

"-20.7  • 

'12.9 

10.5    '  ' 

,,   15.7  -. 

'11.1 

16.1 

13.^ 

1934  ' 

2.3.9  : 

-   '16. 2      '•'  ••■ 

13.7 

19.0  . 

■2:4.3 

13.0 

17.0 

1935; 

-r29.6 

..'■22.3  .' 

20.3 

*.;,   23.6  .. 

20.5 

24.2  ■ 

23.4 

1936" 

f  '  ?g.4 

.  *  21.0  " 

13 ,5 

23.2  : . 

'  19.2 

22.  .-3 

21.3 

1937  ■ 

-  -'.20.3  ■    '  <: 

17.9 

-  22.7  ; 

'  13.3 

22.5 

21.3 

1933-" 

• ,27-J*  ■ 

S.'  19.4  4 

16.6  • ■ 

21.3  .... 

'  .17.0 

22.6  ' 

20.3 

19  39  • 

:   '24.4  ' 

,  '  16.2  \;.- 

13.^  ■■  . 

- 19.4 . 

'  15.1 

■  .20.2 

17.  H 

.  .19Uo 

24.9 

'  17.1  '-     •  ■ 

14.2 

-  20.1  . . 

•  .1,5,5 

'■19;  3 

13.0 

19%  ' 

30.1 

"    22.5     .,  .... 

2.O.3..  . 

24.7 

•  21.0 

'  . 26^0 

23.5 

1942 

37.1 

29.O 

27.3 

29.9 

27.2 

32,3 

29.9 

1943 

:  45.4 

36.2 

34.2 

37.5 

3M 

4o.5 

37.0 
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Table  g.-  Hens  and  Pullets  on  ?arrms  -January  1,  United  States,  by  regions  l?25-44 


Year 


-•North 
■Stlantic 


1+1,754 
^1 , 699 
1+2,023 

43,175 
41, 111 

1+3,279 
^0,513 

1+0,601 

41,736 

1+2,  lgo 

1+0,621 

5+2,1+26" 
1+6,937 
43» 3*1 

1+6,2-39 

1+3 ,  qq6 

47,4*36 
50,821 

5?, 175 
61,137 


!  East  North; 
j      Central  \ 

We st  North) 
Central  j 

South 
Atlantic 

South 
,  Central 

W est  era 

Un  1 1  -d 

«n  1  1/  C  vi. 

States 

•J-housan'l 

Thousand 

Tjfagwisanw 

x ho us an i 

Thousand 

Thousand 

86, °05 

life, 77Q 

74,053  . 

32,510 

3qo,5l7 

87,247 

118,  357 

37,301 

74,630 

34,115 

30  3,  349 

89,09  3 

121,9^7 

40,172 

32,qqi 

37>739 

4l4, 875 

8  •  , 50^ 

I2lvbb7 

42 , 529 

88,  4ll 

U2,  848 

i+27,i  3q 

g3,221+ 

119,102 

3* ,.  508 

30, 5q4 

41 , 2  35 

40  3, 774 

35,642 

126, 346 

39 » 092 

^2, 860 

43,232 

420,  451 

84,458 

113,339 

30,955 

77,7^3 

43,  208 

401, 776 

81, 838 

111,701 

-7/"  li-^rO 

7b ,  472 

33,524 

—.1-1  r~  ryr)/' 

3*0,326 

8  3,  331 

111,727 

37,9*3 

80,1501 

3^,157 

390,743 

34,742 

112,25b 

35,139 

74,563 

36  ,  456 

3*5,  341 

77 , 447 

95,'6?6 

34,202 

69,121 

33,  3^0 

350,407 

31,  334 

97,*93 

3U>  956 

71, Of 9 

34,  qUi 

762,619 

8  3, 540 

97,886 

37,  300 

77,l6^ 

36,927 

379, 7 5U 

75,  34b 

90,992 

34J6^4 

73,133 

34,  90"3 

,35.2,06  4 

73,149 

10.3,085 

30,612 

78  „l+94 

33,5^2 

37^,1 1+1 

30,299 

103,432 

37.,  536 

31,117 

#♦175 

392,655 

78,72°) 

10^,751 

36,3  31 

76, 36ft 

34,76"5  . 

■3*1,372 

84,66l 

122,372 

40,595 

*9,2'97 

37,q3o 

426,226 

q4,257 

145,077 

44,965 

104,116 

Ul,247 

437,3  37 

oo,730 

152,Q90 

43,521 

100,515 

43,13* 

'515,0  31 

iq2<5 
iq26* 
1027 
iq23 

192q 
19  30 

lqya 
1932 

1933 
1934 

1935 
iq36 

1937 
193* 

19-40 
1941 
1942 

iq43 

iqw+1/  

1/  Preliminary 

^Tahie- 9,-  &gksi     Earm  production,  United  States,  "by  regions  1025-4^ 


Year  ' 

North  ; 

2ast  Horth:  West -5T0rth? 

South  • 

SoU-bh' .  ' 

Western  : 

• 

United 

ltla»tic; 

Central 

•  • 

•■  ■  Central 
.*  » 

Atlantic^ 

Central 

States 

Million 

Million 

"Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

iq25 

'  4,504 

9,704 

3.238 

5,363 

3.6^2 

34,969 

1926 

•  4,  54r. 

*,30.6 

10,446 

3.  3^5 

6,436 

4,120 

37,248 

1927 

"  4,634 

8,^1.6 

10,^ 

3,606 

7,030 

1^.325 

3*,  627 

iq28  : 

4,657 

^,230 

10,595 

3,525 

6,332 

4,770 

3*, 659 

192q  : 

4,637 

3,05s 

10,509 

3,256 

6,ss6 

4,355 

•37,921 

1930  8 

.  4,864' 

3,325 

1XU-5I'- 

3,236 

6,336 

5,052 

30,067 

19  31 

'  1^,752 

3,423 

10,703 

3,205 

6,239 

5,150 
4,544 

3*,532 

1932 

4,768 

8,053 

9,456 

3.197 

6,275. 

36,293 

1933  ! 

'  4,837 

7,890 

9,495 

3,'102 

5,909^ 

U,191 

■35,51^ 

1^314  : 

!+,376  ' 

7,320 

8,914 

2:935 

5,575 

4,309 

34,429 

19  35 

'  4,999 

7,«05 

*,295 

2;913 

5,5^3 

4,029 

33,605 

1936  : 

1  5,250 

7,9?9. 

8,037 

3:030 

5,765 

3^,5314 

1^37 

•  5,379- 

3,575 

3,792 

3;  302 

6,321 

4,695 

37  ,  56  4 

1033  : 

5,714 

8.27U 

9,177 

3'.  290 

6,619 

4,282 

37,356 

1939 

'  6,025 

8,511+ 

10,113 
10,415 

3',  3-p6 

6,746 

4,114 

3*.*^3 

194o 

'  6,229 

3,593 

3,^3 

6,6l3 

4,28f 

39,5*5 

1941  • 

:6,477 

9,059 

11,273 

5,460 

7,1^. 

4,  365 

Ul,765 

19-42 

t  7,145 

10,0.9  3 

13,904 

3,9  3* 

3,474 

4,77-7 

48,331 

194+3 

'  7,733 

11,037 

16,016 

%  329 

9,750 

5,245 

5-^,165 

